
Welcome to the newsletter 
of the Department for 
International Development 
(DFID) - the government 
department leading the UK’s 
fight against global poverty.

This six monthly newsletter is designed  
to keep those in the UK with an interest  
in and affection for Pakistan informed  
of the work we are doing in support of  
the Government of Pakistan to build a 
better future for the poorest. 

This first edition gives an overview of  
the poverty challenge, and what DFID is  
doing to help.

DFID in Pakistan
The Department for International Development’s 
assistance to Pakistan is defined by a ten year 
agreement signed in November 2006 by the then 
Prime Ministers of the UK and Pakistan, helping to 
reduce poverty, and improve the way public money  
is managed.

Pakistan has made good progress towards making life 
better for the poorest in society. Despite this, great 
challenges remain.

The UK wants to help Pakistan achieve its vision of 
becoming a fairer, more stable place for all sections 
of society. We have been helping to tackle poverty 
in Pakistan for many years and a new, democratically 
elected Government presents a great opportunity to 
make further progress. 

DFID support for the 2008 elections contributed to 
strengthening the electoral system and processes, 
securing a competitive election outcome.
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Personal story:  
Khalida Bibi
Five years ago, Khalida’s husband was a daily labourer 
struggling to make ends meet. They had five children, 
three sons and two daughters. In an attempt to help 
her husband, Khalida used to make charpoys and 
stitch clothes but despite their combined efforts the 
family didn’t have a permanent source of income. 
Khalida joined a DFID funded Kashf initiative and with 
her first loan ventured into the milk business. She used 
the money to buy milk and then sell it at a profit. She 
used her second loan to further inject money into this 
business. With her third loan she not only put money 
into her own business but also gave money to her son 
to start his own paint business. The loans that followed 
were used by Khalida Bibi to buy cows and then sell 
them at a profit, keeping one cow with her whose milk 
she sold. Khalida Bibi proudly declares that she earns 
about rs.10000 monthly through selling milk, sixty 
percent of which she saves for her daughter’s wedding. 
She now has a stable income for her family.



10 Pakistan Poverty Facts
1 in 10 children (423,000) die before their fifth 1.	
birthday each year - the fourth highest rate in 
the world

Average annual income per head is £543 2.	
compared to £22,000 in the UK

In Pakistan one in four people live below the 3.	
national poverty line.

15,000 women die each year, due to 4.	
complications of pregnancy and childbirth

2 out of 5 children are malnourished5.	

96,000 people live with HIV/AIDS and numbers 6.	
are increasing rapidly in high risk groups

Half the adult population is illiterate, including 7.	
2 out of every 3 women 

97% of the female population in Federally 8.	
Administered Tribal Areas cannot read

About half of 5-9 year old children do not 9.	
attend primary school 

Two out of every three households do not 10.	
have access to tap water and a third do not 
have access to a toilet

Development in Pakistan 
The Government of Pakistan is working hard to help 
develop Pakistan. DFID is helping support a number of 
sectors including the education sector so more children 
get the chance go to school and receive a decent 
education. 

Our aim is to get five million more children into 
school by investing up to £250 million over five years, 
in primary and secondary education. This funding 
will also help provide vocational training for older 
teenagers and young adults. 

We will do more in the areas bordering Afghanistan 
– expanding our current programme in North West 
Frontier Province (NWFP), and working in Balochistan 
and the Federally Administered Tribal Areas (FATA). 

Our capacity to deliver this development assistance 
will depend on security – another real challenge for 
Pakistan. A number of suicide attacks in 2007 killed 
hundreds of people and left many more injured. In the 
midst of all of this, the UK continues to help people 
cope better with, or escape poverty.

How the UK is helping
DFID’s support to the health sector has helped to 
make a real difference to the poorest in Pakistan. 
We have helped to save 200,000 children’s lives; 
stopped 800,000 children becoming malnourished and 
increased the percentage of children being immunised 
from 53% to 76%.

We have helped to: prevent 15,000 mothers’ deaths; 
prevented 2.4 million TB and 450,000 malaria cases. 
The number of polio cases has dropped from 5,000 in 
1993 to 75 so far this year. 

To prevent disease and save lives we have provided 
clean drinking water, toilets and washing facilities to 
over 1.1 million people in North West Frontier Province 
in the last five years. To help feed families, 300,000 
poor women have increased their incomes by over 
50% through access to fair business loans. 

DFID provided £53 million in emergency relief after the 
2005 earthquake, and since then we have provided 
£49 million for reconstruction that has helped rebuild 
250,000 homes. 

The UK and Pakistan
The UK is a great friend of Pakistan not least because 
of a long and shared history and strong cultural and 
economic ties. 

Thankfully, individuals in UK communities like 
yourselves are committed to helping Pakistan fight 
poverty. There are literally hundreds of community 
initiatives established each year to help some of 
Pakistan’s poorest people, often owing to family 
connections. The magnitude of the response to the 
earthquake was a particular example of this.

“DFID provided £49 million  
for reconstruction after the 
earthquake that helped rebuild 
250,000 homes.”
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DFID has helped stop 2.4 million children getting TB

Our shared commitment to Pakistan’s future remains 
strong, and we look forward to a continuing 
partnership in achieving a stronger, fairer and more 
stable country for all.

If you would like a copy of the Pakistan Country Plan 
please visit www.dfid.gov.uk/pakistan. If you would 
like to know more about how to get involved in the 
fight against global poverty visit www.dfid.gov.uk/
getinvolved/ 

Please feel free to contact DFID on 
PakistanNewsletter@dfid.gov.uk with suggestions, 
ideas or comments.


